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A gorgeous December day at PLAYA in Summerlake, Oregon (2018)

Happy New Year, and welcome to my newsletter endeavor! This
monthly missive will be a great way for you to find out about my
recent and upcoming publications and events, and I'll also offer
you a peek inside my writer's mind. I'll share with you what I've
been reading and thinking about and go behind the scenes of
my creative process to look at where I draw inspiration for my
work and how I make all the bits and pieces into a whole.
Thanks for reading, and I hope 2021 brings all of us love and
light.

Recent Publications
"The Ghost Town Collectives"
in Terrain.org : A short story in
which a man whose entire
family has fallen victim to the
pandemic moves by himself to
a Colorado ghost town and
processes his grief through a
series of ghostly visitations
from the extinct animals who
used to inhabit the landscape.
"Anthropocene Blessing:
Baobab" and "Anthropocene
Blessing: California Condor" in
The Tiger Moth Review #5
"Nostalgia All Skate" in The
Poeming Pigeon #10: Pop
Culture
"Laika" and "Oasis" in Monday
Night #22
"Anthropocene Blessing:
Ghost Orchid" in Tiny Spoon
#5: Ecology

News & Events
Cover reveal!
My chapbook, Breaking , a
collection of poems responding
to events in the news over the
past several years, is
forthcoming from WordTech
Editions in April, 2021. You can
learn more about the book
here, and it will be available
for preorder very soon (keep
an eye on this newsletter for
details). The cover art is by
Andre Petterson.
Events

The Poeming Pigeon #10: Pop
Culture book launch reading:
watch HERE
Tiny Spoon #5 Ecology issue
release video: watch HERE
Stay tuned for more events
coming up this spring!

"L'Appel du Vide" and "Elegy
for Six Billion Animals" in
Watershed Review

Recommended Reading
World of Wonders by Aimee
Nezhukumatathil: a series of
exquisite personal essays
about flora, fauna, and so
much more.
Sleep Donation by Karen
Russell: a novella in which the
world is plagued by an

What Caught My Eye
In Antarctica, the snow is
made of stardust.
"Clearstories" by Naila
Moreira and Stephen
Petegorsky
Why surreal fiction and
magical realism should be

insomnia contagion.

Be Holding by Ross Gay: a
book-length ode to Dr. J and
how we reach for, and hold,
one another.
Juliet Takes a Breath by
Gabby Rivera: a YA coming
out novel about a Puerto
Rican baby dyke from the
Bronx who spends a summer
interning with a white
feminist writer in Portland.

considered serious literature
(by Cai Emmons).
"Why You Should Aim for 100
Rejections a Year" by Kim Liao
"Three Seconds":
Film4Climate short film first
prize winner by Spencer
Sharp and Prince Ea
"How to Rethink Your New
Year's Resolutions for 2021"
by Maggie Smith

Based on a True Story
I’ve always thought of myself first and foremost as a poet. I’ve
been writing poetry since I was a small child, but for the last
three years or so I’ve reimmersed myself in the wonders and
challenges of writing fiction. As a young person, I used to write
stories, almost all of which were about horses (and almost all of
those about stallions fighting over herds of mares). Short stories
are my favorite genre of fiction, but for years I didn’t think I had
anything to say in prose. No stories to tell. Until I did. So I
started taking workshops and joined a long-standing local
writing group, and I was off.
My two favorite things about writing fiction are first, the
research, and second, hiding the Easter eggs of my own
experiences and bits and pieces of true things I’ve read or
discovered inside the larger, invented world. Today I’d like to
give you a tour of the true stories and odd discoveries that
inspired “The Ghost Town Collectives”.
Collective nouns. I knew I wanted to write a story using
collective nouns as a way to talk about the isolation many of us
are feeling during the pandemic, and how important it is for
social animals such as ourselves (even us introverted humans) to
be, or be able to be, together. All of the collective nouns in the

story (aside from the ones I invented) were taken from the
fascinating book An Exaltation of Larks by James Lipton.
Ghost town quarantine. The idea to set the story in a ghost
town during the pandemic was inspired by a feature in Atlas
Obscura about a man who bought a ghost town, got snowed in
there while visiting, and then had to stay put when the
pandemic hit. In my story, the protagonist, Liam, also reads this
article.
The cabin. Liam’s cabin is based on a real miner’s cabin that is
hidden in the San Juan mountains of Colorado.
The grasshoppers. I am petrified of grasshoppers due to an
instance from my childhood when I had to walk through a field of
tall grass and hundreds of the insects jumped all around me. In
the story, I faced my fear and turned the grasshoppers into the
first creatures that touch Liam after the loss of his family.
The ghosts. All of the creatures that visit Liam in the ghost
town are based on extinct animals that once lived in the Rocky
and San Juan mountain ranges of Colorado. Those animals are
the antique bison, the Southern Rocky Mountain wolf, the
Western horse, the American lion, the beautiful armadillo, the
Stegosaurus, Jefferson’s ground sloth, and the yellowfin
cutthroat trout.
And, of course, setting the story in Colorado was a way for me to
revisit the landscape of my childhood, when we’d often go to the
mountains to hike, visit lakes, investigate abandoned mines, and
see (and hear!) the gorgeous aspen trees.
I hope “The Ghost Town Collectives” resonates with you and that
you enjoy checking out the stories and creatures that inspired
it. Until next month, may you and yours be well.
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